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What will you need?
1)    The most important tool for nail trims, is the nail clippers themselves. There are a few options out there for nail clippers for dogs, primarily being the ‘scissor’ or ‘guillotine’ style.
2)    Treats! Treats are one of our most valuable items when working with pets. Treats are a great distraction from the nail trim itself, and they also make the experience a lot more positive for your pet. 
3)    Something to stop bleeding if you do clip the quick. There is a small blood vessel within the nail that we call the quick. The quick is probably what scares people the most when it comes to clipping their pet’s nails. Don’t be scared! Sometimes we cut the quick at the clinic too, it happens! Cornstarch or flour can be packed onto the end of the nail to help stop the bleeding. 
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How to trim the nails
As a general rule, we try to clip small amounts and gradually make the nail shorter until we get close to the quick. The outer surface of the nail is hard and doesn’t have any feeling. If you look under your dog’s nail, there is a more fleshy/soft area as it gets closer to the nail bed – this is where the quick lives, so stop cutting when you get there. If you look at the cut surface of the nail while trimming, you will see the outer nail layer and as you cut shorter the center will become softer.
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